
2ND BATTALION, THE ROYAL AUSTRALIAN REGIMENT ASSOCIATION INC.

MINUTES OF THE 2020 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

HELD AT

Townsville RETURNED & SERVICES LEAGUE SUB-BRANCH 

ON SATURDAY 31ST OCTOBER 2021
The meeting commenced at 11.13 am.

The ODE

PRESENT: As per the attendance book (38). Proxies held by President and Secretary (15). The Secretary advised there was a quorum.

APOLOGIES: Matthew Kilgour, Malcolm Allen, Wayne Woodhouse, Julian White, Jim Cooper, Barry Tickler

Welcome

The President welcomed all those in attendance.

MINUTES OF THE 2020 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Moved Malcolm Gray, Seconded Merv Dicton that the Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting held on 30th October 2020 be taken as read.

CARRIED
PRESIDENT'S REPORT

Welcome all to this the 2021 2RAR Association AGM. This year has been a steep learning curve for the executive committee with regards to the way we not only provide support to our members but to the way we communicate to all our members across our social media platforms. Many phone calls have been made back to the past executive committee who have been only too happy to help us out. We thank them for their time and patience in this regard.

Covid restrictions have again raised issues with travel between states and thus have been an added burden on our planning for social events, not to mention the impact it has also caused on many veterans financially, physical and mental well being. It is vitally important that veterans stay in touch and reach out if support is required during these changing times.

The Association committee has enjoyed the return back to the Battalion this year and have been able to show our ugly mugs around Samichon Lines on a regular basis. We thank the CO of 2RAR for allowing us this access to the Battalion and the use of their facilities in running the Association.

It is so good to see that the Annual Reunion in SEQLD was able to go ahead again this year. We look forward to continuing in supporting this annual reunion and hope to grow similar events in other states in the coming years. Enjoy your day gents and thankyou to Gordon for organising the day.

With all the doom and gloom due to Covid restrictions we did manage to run some social events throughout the year, from small coffee catch-up’s with mates to being able to support the 50th Anniversary of the return from Vietnam reunion (2nd Tour) that was held in Townsville in early June. This event was well organised and run by the reunion committee and the Association was more than happy to help out to make this event a joyous occasion for one and all. This event gave the Association the chance to recognise one of our members with Life Membership. Rick Avery was awarded Life Membership to the Association for his continued hard work and dedication to veterans in particular to Vietnam veterans. This award was well received by a very humble Rick Avery and we thank him for his tireless efforts.

The Association presented an award of a Modern Day Soldier to the Battalions Champion Soldier for 2020 and a cash prize of $1000 to Pte Keiren Bradburn. Pte Bradburn then donated the entirety of the cash prize to the 2RAR museum. Well done that man. Other notable awards received by ex members of the 2nd Battalion were COL Michael Bassingthwighte who was given a Commendation for Distinguished Service in this year’s Australia Day Honours list and MAJ BJ Pearce who received recognition of his service.

The Association continues to provide our members with a quarterly magazine, RINGO and have increased our social media presence on Facebook , Instagram and on our website. I encourage all members to check these sites to keep in touch with the goings on of the Association. 

The 2 RAR historical collection continues to grow thanks in a large part to Jason ‘Harry’ Harrison and I strongly encourage members who have old memorabilia lying around at home that they don’t wish to have any more to consider donating their military related items to the museum for safe keeping so that our future 2RAR soldiers can always remember our past.

The Association remains financially strong and have increased our membership base with many current serving members coming on board as members.

Finally, I would like to acknowledge and thank that outstanding work of the committee members. Their time and effort in volunteering to still serve 2 RAR is Second to None.

Thank you.

"Second to None"

Robert Althofer

President

2 RAR Association

TREASURER'S REPORT

The Treasurer presented the Audited Statement of Accounts as at 30 September 2021.

Moved: David White, Seconded: Brendan Martin that the Accounts be received.

CARRIED

APPOINTMENT OF AUDITOR

Mr Lachlan Graff, the current Auditor, has indicated his willingness to continue in the position of Auditor for 2022-2023.

Moved: David White, Seconded: Justin Huggett that Lachlan Graff be appointed Auditor.

CARRIED

ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS FOR 2021-2022

Robert Althofer would stand for the position of President. As there were no other nominations for the position, the Chairman declared Robert Althofer elected.

CARRIED BY ACCLAMATION
Justin Huggett would stand for the position of Vice President. As there were no other nominations for the position, the Chairman declared Justin Huggett elected.

CARRIED BY ACCLAMATION

Malcolm Gray would stand for the position of Secretary. As there were no other nominations for the position, the Chairman declared Malcolm Gray elected.

CARRIED BY ACCLAMATION
David White would stand for re-election as Treasurer. As there were no other nominations for the position, the Chairman [image: image1.jpg]


declared David White elected.

CARRIED BY ACCLAMATION
The following members of the Management Committee were nominating for the vacant positions, and were duly elected:

Troy McGill [image: image2.jpg]



Wayne Woodhouse

Brendan Martin

THE COMMITTEE: President: Robert Althofer, Vice President: Justin Huggett MG, Secretary: Malcolm Gray, Treasurer: David White, Members: Troy McGill, Wayne Woodhouse, Brendan Martin.

CARRIED BY ACCLAMATION

AGENDA ITEMS

Special Resolution

The Association is bound by the Rules of Association, which originated for the Association in 1991.  Over time there have been several amendments to keep the Rules, or constitution, modern and in tune with current practices.  The Special Resolutions today reflects the need for the Rules to be further modernised particularly in the governance of the Association.  

The Special Resolution has been circulated with the AGM notification papers which has given you ample time to peruse them.  I will read and propose the Special Resolution, then ask for someone to Second the Motion and then we will vote on each in turn.  To pass, the Special Resolution requires a 75% ‘yes’ vote.

Special Resolution 1: 

Notice of Motion to amend Association Rules: in that Classes of Members, Rule (5)(a) of the Association Rules be amended by adding additional information to the existing Rule and substituting the old Rule:

“5(a) “Life membership may be granted to ordinary members of the Association who in the view of the Committee of the Association have given outstanding service to the Association, and/or to members of the Association who have provided outstanding service to the Battalion or those who have served in the Battalion, and/or outstanding service to the families of all who have sacrificed life or health in their service in the Battalion.”

That a motion to alter Rule 5(a) of the Association Rules be considered, and thought fit, passed by the Annual General Meeting on 30th October 2021.

This is a motion to alter Rule 5(a) of the Association Rules.  

Moved: Robert Althofer, Seconded: Jason Harrison that the special resolution be adopted as written.

Vote: Unanimous

Thank you.  That completes the Special Resolution and Agenda Items. 

GENERAL BUSINESS

Address by Commanding Officer Second Battalion Royal Australian Regiment: LTCOL Mark Tutton

The CO spoke on the battalions year and plans for the future.

Acknowledged by Acclamation

Address by the Leo van de Kamp

Mr van de Kamp spoke of his thanks to the committee for their efforts in the past year.

Acknowledged by Acclamation

Address by the Association Patron: MR Michael Slater AO, DSC, CSC

Mr Slater spoke of his thanks to the committee for their efforts in the past year.

Acknowledged by Acclamation

Closing Remarks — Robert Althofer

Thank you for your attendance today and for your continued support to the Association. We as an Association will continue to strive to work in the best interest of all our members and remain accountable for our actions.

DATE AND PLACE OF NEXT MEETING

The date, time and place for the next Annual General Meeting will be advised in due course.

CONCLUSION

There being no further business, the meeting concluded at 1142 am
Robert Althofer







Malcolm Gray
President 







Secretary
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