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APPENDIX 1 
 
 

2ND BATTALION, THE ROYAL AUSTRALIAN REGIMENT 
ALLIED REGIMENT - THE COLDSTREAM GUARDS 

 
General 
The Coldstream Guards is a part of the Guards Division, Foot Guards regiments of the 
British Army.   It is the oldest regiment in the Regular Army in continuous active service, 
originating in Coldstream, Scotland in 1650. 

Origin 
'Monck's Regiment of Foot' was raised by Cromwell as part of his 'New Model Army' in 
1650. It took part in the defeat of the Royalists at the Battle of Dunbar in 1650. After the 
battle, Colonel George Monck and his Regiment, together with 5,000 other troops, remained 
to subjugate Scotland. 
 
Upon Cromwell's death, General Monck and his troops marched south from the little border 
town of Coldstream, took up quarters in London and were employed in keeping order in the 
town. The intervention of Monck and his Coldstreamers was largely responsible for securing 
the free election of the Parliament, which restored Charles II to the throne. 
 
When the Cromwellian Army was being disbanded serious civil disturbances were taking 
place, so the King decided to retain the Regiment. In order to comply with the disbandment 
order the Regiment was paraded at the Tower of London on 14th February 1661, and 
having laid down their arms in token of disbandment, they immediately took them up again 
as soldiers of the King and 'an extraordinary Guard to his Royal person'. 
 
The Regiment was called the 'Lord General's Regiment of Foot Guards', until the death of 
Monck (the Lord General) in 1670, when it gradually became officially styled by the name it 
had already borne unofficially for a decade - The Coldstream Regiment of Foot Guards. 
 
Role 
Currently the most prominent role of the 1st Battalion and No. 7 Company is the 
performance of ceremonial duties in London and Windsor as part of the Household Division. 
No. 7 Company serves as an incremental Company in London and amongst other duties 
provides a Guard for the Queen's Birthday Parade. Duties include the State Opening of 
Parliament, Trooping the Colour, and the Remembrance Sunday parade. No. 7 Company is 
involved in the Changing of the Guard serving out of Wellington Barracks. 
 
Companies that make up the Regiment are traditionally numbered – the 1st Battalion 
contains HQ Coy, plus No. 1, No. 2, No. 3 and No. 4 (Support) Coys. The Coldstream 
Guards Band and the staff of RHQ constitute No. 15 Coy. New officers destined for the 
regiment that are at Sandhurst or at ATC Pirbright form No. 13 Coy, while Guardsmen 
under training at ITC Catterick make up No. 14 Coy. 
 
Operationally, The Coldstream Guards currently perform the role of light infantry. The 1st 
Battalion is based in Windsor at Victoria Barracks as an operational light infantry battalion. 
The Corps of Drums, in addition to their ceremonial role, which has been primarily the 
musical accompaniment of Changing of the Guard for Windsor Castle, has the role of 
machine gun platoon. All Guardsmen for public duties wear the 'Home Service' Dress tunic 
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in summer or greatcoat in winter and bearskin with a red plume. The Coldstream Guards 
regimental band plays at Changing of The Guard, state visits and many other events. 
 
Unlike the other four regiments of foot guards, which recruit from each of the four home 
nations, the Coldstream Guards has a specific recruiting area, which encompasses the 
counties that Monck's Regiment passed through on its march from Coldstream to London. 
The traditional recruiting area of the Coldstream Guards is the South West and North East 
of England. 
 
The Coldstream Guards and other Guards Regiments have a long-standing connection to 
The Parachute Regiment. Guardsmen who have completed P company are transferred into 
the Guards Parachute Platoon who are currently attached to 3 PARA still keeping the 
tradition of the No 1 (Guards) Independent Parachute Company who were the original 
Pathfinder Group of 16th Parachute Brigade now renamed 16th Air Assault Brigade. 
 
Battle Honours 
The Coldstream Guards have earned 117 battle honours: 
• Tangier 1680, Namur 1695, Gibraltar 1704–1705, Oudenarde, Malplaquet, Dettingen, 

Lincelles, Egypt, Talavera, Barrosa, Fuentes d'Onor, Salamanca, Nive, Peninsula, 
Waterloo, Alma, Inkerman, Sevastopol, Tel-el-Kebir, Egypt 1882, Suakin 1885, Modder 
River, South Africa 1899–1902 

• The Great War (5 battalions): Mons, Retreat from Mons, Marne 1914, Aisne 1914, 
Ypres 1914 '17, Langemarck 1914, Gheluvelt, Nonne Bosschen, Givenchy 1914, Neuve 
Chapelle, Aubers, Festubert 1915, Loos, Mount Sorrel, Somme 1916 '18, Flers-
Courcelette, Morval, Pilckem, Menin Road, Poelcappelle, Passchendaele, Cambrai 
1917 '18, St. Quentin, Bapaume 1918, Arras 1918, Lys, Hazebrouck, Albert 1918, 
Scarpe 1918, Drocourt-Quéant, Hindenburg Line, Havrincourt, Canal du Nord, Selle, 
Sambre, France and Flanders 1914–1918 

• The Second World War: Dyle, Defence of Escaut, Dunkirk 1940, Cagny, Mont Pincon, 
Quarry Hill, Estry, Heppen, Nederrijn, Venraij, Meijel, Roer, Rhineland, Reichswald, 
Cleve, Goch, Moyland, Hochwald, Rhine, Lingen, Uelzen, North-West Europe 1940 '44–
45, Egyptian Frontier 1940, Sidi Barrani, Halfaya 1941, Tobruk 1941-42, Msus, 
Knightsbridge, Defence of Alamein Line, Medenine, Mareth, Longstop Hill 1942, Sbiba, 
Steamroller Farm, Tunis, Hammam Lif, North Africa 1940–1943, Salerno, Battipaglia, 
Cappezano, Volturno Crossing, Monte Camino, Calabritto, Garigliano Crossing, Monte 
Ornito, Monte Piccolo, Capture of Perugia, Arezzo, Advance to Florence, Monte Domini, 
Catarelto Ridge, Argenta Gap, Italy 1943–1945 

• Gulf 1991 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


